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WORST NEGLECT 
“In rescuing more than 700 donkeys, I have  

never seen a more severe case of intentional 

donkey mistreatment,” said our founder Kathy 

Dean when she saw photos of this 15 year old 

jack.  Kathy added, “I actually thought the 

original photos were fake, because I could not 

believe there could be a donkey in such bad 

shape who lived in our local community.” 

 

Why didn’t the owners call Longhopes?  We 

have been in business for 15 years and the 

donkey lived nearby for at least 10 years.      

Anyone who knows us, knows we would have 

helped if the owners had just reached out. 

Sometimes cases of animal abuse are questionable and experts will disagree on how the animal should have 

been treated.  This is not that case, which is why we were shocked when the local animal control agency saw 

no reason to charge the owners with criminal animal neglect. 

 

We named this little jack Sully.  Within 24 hours of his arrival, our expert farrier Ross Keller sawed off the 

27 inches of excess hoof (which weighed 3 pounds each) and then 

reshaped the hooves.  Even though Sully had not had anyone pick up 

his hooves (without being roped) for 10 years, he allowed Ross to 

trim him without sedation or by being tied.  Sully is a really smart 

donkey who holds no grudge against humans. 

 

Sully has since been neutered, vaccinated, dewormed and received a 

complete dental float.  He also received some chiropractic              

adjustments to reverse the effects of the roping and the abnormal gait 

he developed to adapt to the length of his hooves.   

 

Some might argue that this donkey should not have been saved       

because his rehabilitation will be long and expensive.  We              

considered that.  But somehow we couldn’t forget that he stayed 

alive until a kind woman saw him and refused to turn away.   After 

all that, didn’t he deserve a second chance at the good life? 
 

Lucky for Sully, we had the room, the facility, the experience and the 

passion to address his suffering.  Lucky for us, we have great        

supporter to afford his rehabilitation. ONE MONTH LATER 



From the Top BrASS                                        by Kathy Dean, CEO 

We are experiencing a disturbing trend of adoption requests from Petting Zoos.  A Petting Zoo could 

be a humane existence for a donkey, but we have yet to see it.  

Animals in petting zoos exist to make money.  They are not pets.  The animal’s home is solely       

dependent on it’s ability to raise more funds than it consumes.  And it is really tough to make a profit 

while also providing good care and a quality existence for animals.  Consequently, petting zoos      

frequently cut corners to make a profit.  The animals may be fed less or fed the wrong diet to save on 

money.  Animals in petting zoos are vulnerable to being ill due to the stressful lifestyle which     

translates into more vulnerability to disease by visitors who touch the animals.  Even routine medical 

care does not translate directly into increased admission fees and so it may be withheld. 

The Animal Welfare Act (which doesn’t even cover equines) only requires petting zoos to give      

animals enough room to stand up and turn around.  This means the animals can be permanently 

housed in small pens and usually are. 

When Petting Zoos breed, they do so to have baby animals available for visitors.  But what happens 

when the babies grow up and are no longer cute?  Frequently they are discarded in favor of more    

babies which shifts the cost of care for the adult animals to rescue groups. 

A Petting Zoo is a generally a poor existence for a donkey.  The donkey may get no exercise and    

becomes obese.  The obesity is compounded if customers are allowed to buy “treats” to feed the   

donkeys.  We have seen some of these donkeys suffer with very poor hoof conditions to save money.   

Donkeys in Petting Zoos also frequently become biters because their only human contact are hands 

reaching over a fence to pet or feed them.  When that behavior becomes too frequent, the donkey is 

discarded and the operator gets a new one.  

Unfortunately, patronizing Petting Zoos teaches our kids more about animal abuse than animal care.  

If you want to take kids or grandkids to learn about animals, please find a local rescue.  They would 

love to teach you about their animals. 

 2013  Financial Report 

 
 Income Sources     Expenditures  
 Adoption Fees       2%   Program Services    $ 170,430 
 Service Fees    1%   Fund raising   $   11,662 
 Donations   74%   Administration   $     6,128 
 Grants    10%       $ 188,220 
 Investments     7%    91 % of all costs spent on  rescue, rehab and rehoming  
 Sales       6%       6% of operating expenses spent on fund-raising 
           3% of operating  expenses spent on administration 
 

 Balance Sheet     2014 Operating Expenses 
 Assets  $759,412    
 Liabilities $    2,225   Expenses     $209, 650  

  

Tell everyone you know with a JACK that we still have grant funds to help reduce the cost of jack 
castration anywhere around the United States.  NO form or application required 
 



501©(3) Charity  84-1538890 

WE HAVE CHANGED OUR MAILING ADDRESS 

Reminder:  Our mailing address is NOW 66 N. 66 N. 66 N. 66 N. Dutch Valley Road 

                                      Bennett, CO 80102 

Your generosity made sure we met our expenses 

last year.   

 

We were also able to purchase a used pasture 

spraying machine.  It required some repair, but it 

was more cost effective to buy it than rent one. 

 

Here it is in operation applying a weed killer and 

fertilizer on the pastures.  This will keep our      

pastures healthier and with a little rain, will       

produce some grazing for the donkeys this summer 

and fall.   
 

How can you help Longhopes without making a direct donation?  By shopping!  Both 

www.smile.amazon.com  and  www. igive.com will allow you to select your favorite charity and 

then they donate a percentage of your purchase amount to that charity. 

 

OR go to Smile Amazon and just purchase some much needed supplies on the Longhopes’ 

Wish List. 

OR you can mail us a check or call us with a credit card donation 

OR Donate through PayPal   

OR Donate through  Colorado Gives 

*NOTE all credit card charges with Colo. Gives NOW incur processing fees 

What’s New?   Pasture Maintenance  



The Sharing Animal Wisdom group was a big hit with the         

donkeys because these talented women knew how to draw the    

donkeys to them.  It was a day of energy therapy, animal               

communication and healing.   

Many thanks to the Intercollegiate Animal Welfare team of college students from Colorado State University 

in Fort Collins.  The team spent the day at Longhopes learning about donkeys in preparation for a             

competition.  With the help of their coach and teacher, Chelsey Shivley, they ultimately won several prizes 

including 1st place in undergraduate overall. 

 

Afterwards the team raised donations of cleaning 
and medical supplies for Longhopes worth more 
than $500.   
 
These students are hooked now.  They are all donkey 

lovers for life. 

 

Thank you Marcy Franks, Kaycee Vollmer,  
Brittany Davis, Kelly Arthur,  
Nicole Cummings, Austin Major,  
Meaghan Monahan, Emily Geeslin,  
and Areliese Gibson.  

  We Salute the Groups who Keep us on Top 

Either they’re  

preparing for fly 

season or we’ve 

stumbled on a herd 

of burroglars. 

  

Sharing Animal Wisdom 

CSU Students Raise Needed Supplies 



Colorado State University 

Veterinary Students 

 learn to talk donkey 

We are very grateful to the CSU Veterinary 

School as well as doctors Luke Bass DVM, Russ 

Sakar DVM and their students Anne Christine, 

Hailey Harrows, Nadia Sakloou, Jade Fisher,  

Natalie Regan and Anneke Johnson for donating 

veterinary exams, vaccinations and dental care 

for our donkeys last month.    

 

Most veterinary students get very little exposure 

to donkeys before they graduate.  Coming to  

Longhopes was an opportunity for them to learn 

the differences between donkeys and horses, 

while providing essential medical care for our 

donkeys’ rehabilitation.   

 

It was a win—win for the students and our      

donkeys. 

Vista Peak Preparatory High School 

 Roots and Shoots Club 

Visits Longhopes 

Thank you to instructor—Anne Huddle from the Vista Peak Preparatory High School and her students from 

the Roots and Shoots environmental club for coming out to Longhopes to help with the daily paddock     

cleaning, feeding, grooming and training of the donkeys. 

 

These were a great group of young adults who can now teach others about the wonders of Longears.                        

Elena Salis, Serenity Miller, Fana Tefsa, Tyler Cunningham, Allyna Jungeheim, Carlos Vasquez,              

Alex Toribio, Sabrina Scott and Vanessa Gomez. 



You’ll recall that in my last report, I told you that our founder’s  

beloved donkey named Orion died.   Well, it is time for some 

 GOOD NEWS. 

Maybe it is because Kathy was the one who found me 

nearly frozen at 3 days old and wrapped me in her favorite 

quilt to warm me up?  Maybe it is because Kathy used to 

“donkey sit” me while she worked in her office?    

Maybe it is because Kathy and her husband Alan and I watched T.V. together when I 

was a foal?  Awww, who am I kidding.  It is ME after all. Who could resist this mug? 

I am happy to announce that I’ve got me a permanent home at Longhopes        

because Kathy and Alan have adopted me.   Yippee, WOW, Alrighty.   

I heard Kathy say (ok, I eavesdropped) that she couldn’t bear the idea of my      

losing another home, so she wanted to be sure I had a forever home with her.          

 

           

            

                                                                               

                                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Miss Bliss REPORT 

UPDATES  

Taffy our big, paint jennet continues to do very well  

in her rehabilitation.  She is much better with all her  

skills and is much more trusting. Here she is with 

Annabel Saunders.  Taffy is now looking for a  

special home where she can continue to heal away  

from the crowds at Longhopes. 

Thank You to our loyal Corporate SponsorThank You to our loyal Corporate SponsorThank You to our loyal Corporate SponsorThank You to our loyal Corporate Sponsor    

In our last issue, Gib, age 22 was looking 

for a long term foster home with a horse.  

 

He found it with Kelly Eggers and her mare.  

The mare really needed a companion.  Gib 

is happy to be the one and only equine for 

her.    

Now, I just need to fake an 

injury so I can lay back and  

relax.    



It took 2 years, but we finally found the    

lifestyle that Fay (above left) and Ginny 

(above right) were seeking.  These two free 

spirits are protecting cattle from coyotes.  

They love it.  Ginny especially thrills with 

the chase.  They remain near Longhopes 

and have a very watchful owner to care for 

them during their off duty time. 

Hey, Kathy!   

I have always known that I wanted to own donkeys, 

but I never expected to experience such joy in     

owning them.  They make me laugh every day. 

Lance is growing so fast and is such a funny little 

guy.  He is always the first to greet me and always 

ready for playtime.  Nitro is my gentle soul.  He 

loves to be scratched and especially loves to be 

brushed.  When I am combing one of the other boys, 

he will quietly come up behind me and gently rest 

his forehead on my back to remind me that it's his 

turn next, even if I just finished brushing him.       

Zander is a true sweetheart.  His trust was the    

hardest to win, but, oh how rewarding!  He is the 

last to leave the corral in the morning so he can get 

some extra time with me.  I truly love them all and 

couldn't choose a favorite! 

Leave with the one who brought you is the theme 

for Elwood and Noelle (right) who came together 

off a slaughter truck. 

 

They were clearly burro buddies for years before 

we met them so we were excited about keeping 

them together.  Both are loving, well mannered and 

can be ridden.  That made them the natural pair to 

join the Simpson family for lots of hugging and   

activity. 

 

Adoption News 

Trinket and Jubilee (below right) think having a “guy” join their new home is pretty exciting.       

Sherlock loves all donkeys, even pushy miniature jennets, so he’ll fit right in.  Thank you Richard 

and Paula for making a beautiful donkey palace for these lucky three Longhopes’ donkeys. 



Meet our Volunteers 
Longhopes benefits from more than 137 hours of volunteer labor each week.  We couldn’t 

do it as well or with as much fun without the volunteers.  Thank you. 

“In my every day work life, I coordinate over 70 volunteers each 

week.  I absolutely know volunteering helps organiza�ons succeed. 

Being a huge animal lover, I wanted to volunteer with an organiza�on      

giving animals a second chance in life and be part of the solu�on for a 

safer, more humane world for animals.  Donkeys are overlooked; 

even though, donkeys are extraordinarily loving, intelligent, forgiving    

creatures.” 

 

Lisa 

Thornton, CO  volunteering since 2012 

“It is incredibly rewarding to help rescue and rehabilitate these 

donkeys and see them get adopted to their new, forever 

homes.  These donkeys have so much to offer.  I am constantly 

amazed that despite the hardships they have endured,  including. 

starva�on, neglect, abandonment. . .they s�ll retain their sweet, 

affec�onate, trus�ng nature.  I hope you will  consider sponsoring 

a donkey or coming to Longhopes so I can give you a personal 

tour.” 

     

 Karen —Denver  volunteering since 2006 

When: Saturday, June 14th  noon to  5 p.m. 

Where:  66 N. Dutch Valley Rd.            

               Bennett, CO 80102 

 

What:   Food, refreshments,  

donkeys, silent auction, gift shop, 

tours and DONKEY RIDES . 

                                                          

Admission: FREE  

Donations appreciated. 

 

June 14th - Celebrate 15 Years with Us 
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