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CONGRATULATIONS!  

Longhopes is 1 of only 8 animal rescues in the United States 
to receive an expansion grant from the ASPCA.  

Longhopes received $10,000 towards our $28,000             
construction budget for improvements to our new annex. 

We extend our heartfelt thanks to everyone who has already 
contributed to this matching grant project and extend     
special gratitude to Lisa Negri, Sally Young, Sher Schwartz, 
Cecily Grant, Doug Lang, William Gregory and Ed and 
Caren Cohen for their generosity. 

We have rebuilt (LEFT) and painted (RIGHT) a barn now called The Cottage at our new annex 

and also replaced the corral fencing and some of the pasture fencing. 

We also have removed a flimsy and dangerous barbed wire perimeter fence and replaced it with  

over 400 linear feet of used 4-rail steel fence that we purchased two years ago at a bargain just for 

a future project like this.  Thanks to volunteers Carl, Sam, Ely and Alan for the many days they 

spent on this job in the hot sun.   



From the Top BrASS               by Kathy Dean, President/Founder 

We can’t say enough about the tremendous boost Planned Giving, also known as testamentary 

gifts (through trusts and wills), do for our mission. 

 

Receiving unexpected bequests from LaRita L. Allan, Wallace Rick and Carolyn Ann Sears 

has made it possible for us to undertake some of our major projects and also pay for the land 

that is our new annex. 

 

Planned giving can be done by naming Longhopes as the “payable on death” recipient of a 

bank account, 401K, IRA, insurance policy or stock certificate.  Or you can make a specific  

bequest to Longhopes in a Last Will and Testament.  For additional information, call us or  

contact your attorney. 

 

This type of giving occurs in the future and is our future.  
 

How do we measure up? 
The Colorado Secretary of State maintains records of charities that solicit donations in         
Colorado.  Based on self-reported IRS 990 tax returns (2013 or 2014 returns), here is how we 
rank: 

             % of all expenses used for Program Services           % of all donations used for Fundraising 

Wild Animal Sanctuary   90%     6% 

Longhopes Donkey Shelter  89%     4% 

Maxfund     82%     4% 

Denver Dumb Friends League 79%     15% 

Colorado Horse Rescue   68%     11% 

Harmony Horseworks   57%     6% 

Peaceful Valley Donkey Rescue 47%     42% 

 

Longhopes Donkey Shelter Financial Report 

 

          January 1, 2014    January 1, 2015   

   ASSETS  $759,412   $892,911 

   LIABILITIES $     2,225   $    4,860 

   NET ASSETS $757,187   $888,051 

To Date 

Total Shelter Admissions 818 

Total Shelter Adoptions   744 



501©(3) Charity   
84-1538890 

            Donations needed by  
 

                                 Check  

                                    Credit card by phone 

 

 

 

  E.A.R.S. Sponsorship, Volunteer, Adopt, In Kind   

  Donations of hay, grain, gift cards and vehicles,     

  Employer Matching Gifts 

Adoption Shorts 

(Right) With some help 

from the Colorado Horse 

Rescue, Leema, her son 

Bodie and Kidd were      

rescued. 

 

Kidd insisted that Leema 

and Bodie were his family.           

 

To our great pleasure, all 

three donkeys are still a 

“family” in their adoptive 

home. 

 

Thank you Tami and Jeff for seeing that families come in all colors. 

(Left) Gypsy, a 5 year old BLM jennet 

and Eden, her one year old jennet foal, 

traveled all the way from Utah to find 

safety at Longhopes.   

 

After some rehab and training, they 

were adopted together to a new home. 

 

Thank you Gary and Kathy for making 

them a barn and corral of their very 

own. 



Pitbull Attack at Longhopes   

We have frequently advised people not to buy miniature donkeys to 

guard livestock.  This horrible incident illustrates why. 

 

The neighbors’ three unneutered pitbulls escaped and ran to      

Longhopes.  Within seconds they crawled into a paddock with two 

miniature jennets, Pixel (left) and Dot.   
 

The three pitbulls grabbed Pixel while Dot ran around frantically.  

The female pitbull held Pixel’s muzzle while the males tore her       

muzzle, ears, eye and chin.  (left lower).  Only the lightening response 

by Alan Miller saved Pixel from certain death.   
 

Within minutes Pixel was showing signs of shock.  She required  

stitches all over her muzzle, ears and neck as well as pain medication 

and antibiotics.  The next few days, her lips were so swollen she had 

difficulty eating, but we were able to get her to eat a very soaked mix 

of grain.  Every day the staff washed her wounds and redressed them.  

She later wore a bandage around her head to protect a huge hole in 

her jaw from infection.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pixel is now fully recovered (right) and the 

dogs are permanently gone. 

 

Throughout it all, Pixel’s friend Dot never left 

her side.  In fact, Dot has become Pixel’s      

protector.   

 

Pixel lost none of her sweetness and is actually 

more trusting of people due to all the  

“nursing” she received from us.  Dot and Pixel 

are ready for adoption and a long, safe life.   
 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Featured Donkeys for Adoption 

Bonded pair Claire age 8 and Trixie age 7 are 

looking for adventure.  These standard jennets 

are experienced pack burro racers.  Both   

donkeys can pack and Claire rides well.  These 

jennets are affectionate and good with kids.  

Great for a first time donkey owner who wants 

talent.       

Raven (left) is an 8 year old dark brown standard 

jennet.  She’s improved a lot since she arrived at 

Longhopes, but she has seen many of her burro 

buddies get adopted while she is left behind.   

 

Raven has learned all the skills and would flourish 

in a private home with 1 or 2 other jennets and a      

determined owner who can win her trust. 

 

Checkers (right) is a 4 year old spotted mini-john 

mule.  He is extremely smart and willing.  He has 

started ground driving and shows incredible 

promise. 

 

He loves horses and would make a great horse      

companion for the person who will also utilize his 

youth and talent.  Or he would do well with his     

donkey buddy Huck, a 4 year old miniature    

gelding donkey.   

Bonded mother/daughter jennets Josie age 25 

and Ginger age 14 are looking for a home just 

to be together.  They have good skills and are 

perfect for first time donkey owners.  They do 

great with alpacas and other small livestock.  

Both are in good health and are easy to care 

for. 



Our Generous Corporate Sponsor 

Summer means there is new hay growing, being cut, 

being baled and being transported to Longhopes. 

Last year we purchased 88,000 pounds of hay. 

We also bought 8200 pounds of mineral tubs. 

Senior donkeys like Gertie and Hattie (right), whose 

teeth are too worn to chew hay, consumed more than 

1700 pounds of grain. 

We have updated our logo. 

The new logo has a smiling donkey 

with its ears forward in pleasure. 

 

You’ll see the new logo on all our upcoming    

materials. 

Previous logo 

New “Happy” Logo 

Summer Food Drive 

Please help us keep our hay barn stocked and our donkeys’ tummies 

full.  A $10.00 donation buys a bale of hay.  $25.00 purchases a bag 

of senior grain.  $85 buys 125 pounds of vitamins and minerals. 



Mark your calendars!   

August 29th  10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Fall for Burros Fun-raiser   

We will have donkey rides, fabulous 

food, games, auctions, crafts and     

special guest Top Hogs!   

Top Hogs will perform at 11AM and 

show you that pigs are almost as 

smart as donkeys. 

Tickets are $20 a person and kids 4 

and under are free.    

The Top Hogs have appeared on TV shows such as 

America’s Got Talent, The Tonight Show with Jay Leno 

and Late Show with David Letterman.  We are excited 

to have them as our special guests.  



Dear Miss Bliss: 

I keep hearing how donkeys are so much smarter than 

horses.  Really?  Last week I saw this donkey caught in the 

field fencing at Longhopes.  She had one leg through the fence and her head 

through another square in the fence.  Does this look smart to you? 

       Rosco the Quarter Horse 

 

Dear Rosco: 

 

Well, awwwh, oh, I mean….oops!  So we are not all         

created equal.  Please cut my sister some slack.   

 

After all, she DID get to eat all the long grass on the other side of the fence, 

and she didn’t panic when she got caught.  If it had been a horse, she might  

have struggled to get out and cut a leg.   

 

With a little help from a human, she figured out how to get out.  She had no 

injuries except to her pride, which she quickly discarded (We have big egos). 

 

 Hey we all overeat at the buffet table sometimes. 

 

Miss Bliss Corner 

Fashion Tip :  

At the burro 

races, the only 

thing that   

matters is that 

you are the 

best dressed 

donkey.   
  

Longhopes’ 

alumni Misty 

won that  

contest hooves 

down at 

Georgetown. 

 

We send out our deep appreciation to the Boulder University Leeds School of Business students (bottom 

right) Henry Oliver, Justin Mayo, Mia Marinda Lynch and Tristan Kaler for all their hard work on our     

behalf.  This talented group of college students helped us develop a new marketing plan.   

Go on vacation and send your donkeys to Longhopes’ 
donkey camp.  Call us for boarding details. 

 

(Right) guests Hoppy and Farley enjoying some yard 
time after their bath. 



 

 
Making a Slow Feeder for your Donkeys  
 

Slow feeding allows donkeys to eat slower but longer which reduces gorging, 

stabilizes blood sugar levels and keeps them satisfied longer during the day. 

 

We thank Don and Ana Alston for sharing these instructions for a  

       homemade slow feeder. 

Materials: 

 One 2’x4’ retail Gridwall Panel in chrome (we bought ours at a 
Denver retail supply company for about $18).  Google “retail 
gridwall panel” to find a source. 

 One 4’x8’ sheet of ½” plywood, untreated 

 Six 2’x4’x6’ pine studs  

 Box of 2” wood screws 

Cut the plywood into: 

 Three 2’x4’ pieces    

 Two 2’x2’ pieces 

Cut the 2’x4’x6’ pine studs into: 

 

 Two 49  ½” pieces 

 Two 28 ¼” pieces     

 Eight 22 ½”  pieces   

 Two 24 ¾” pieces (measure your box to make sure you’ve allowed clearance for gridwall panel to fit and 

bottom to slide in easily) for braces connected the front/back that will hold the 2’x4’ plywood bottom (We 

spaced our 2 braces such that if we took the floating bottom out, we could climb into the feeder and move it 

by holding the sides and walking). 

Put together the large front/back panels as outlined below, overlapping the leg piece 2’x4’s by 3/4” onto the plywood, the top trim 

2’x4’s are even with the top edge of the plywood.  Screw the pieces together from the inside out so that the screw heads are inset 

and the screw tips do not protrude through the wood.  Notice that the top 2’x4’ is staggered so that it rests on the side panels (and 

the side panels rest on the front/back panel) giving added stability.   

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

                                 

                               

                                      Front and Back panels (braces are inside feeder)                       Side panels 

 

Add the two braces on the bottom of the 2’x4’ front/back panels about 1/4 in from either end then place the final 2’x4’ piece on top 

of the braces to be the bottom of the feeder.  Leave it sitting on the braces so you can remove it to dump out old pieces of hay and/

or move it.  Make sure you have screwed it together with plenty of screws, it will be getting a workout!  Put hay in your feeder and 

place the grid on top, it’s heavy enough that unless you’ve overloaded your feeder – it will work it’s way to the bottom as they 

‘graze’.  It is a great hay saver (no more strewn hay) and allows the donkeys to ‘graze’ rather than gobble.  The Gridwall Panels 

come in 2’x6’ and even 4’x4’ for bigger feeders!   

 

Buffy and Grizz having dinner at home. 



Building it Better 

To make it easier to clean and to prevent the       

donkeys from chewing on the wood frame, we lined 

the inside walls of The Fitting Place (in honor of          

Katherine and Dale Fitting) with steel siding.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We also doubled the size of the paddock.  The     

donkeys now have double the space to avoid being 

caught for lessons! 

We had rain all throughout May.  We didn’t 

have flooding, but the rains washed out our 

paddocks and damaged some of our pasture 

fencing. 

 

 

Thanks to coach Lee Ibrahim and his Johnson & Wales University Soccer Team members Tyler 

Glenn, Ty Stephens, Zach Peterschmidt, Lucas Prolow, Dalton Pardo, Jordan Collier, Andy 

Siddoway, Ivan Tomes, Ben Bartlett, Nick Darnell, and Christian Gallegos, our fencing was            

repaired.  The team then decided to be 2015 sponsors of little Melody (shown above)  

 Thanks guys.  Go team! 

Before 

After 



                   My Training                      by Kim Adams  
 

My mistake was adopting donkeys from someplace other than Longhopes Donkey Shelter.  Within 15 

minutes of our new donkeys’ arrival, I knew that I had a problem.  I tried for weeks to gain their trust 

but it wasn’t working.  They would literally shove me around and one of the donkeys would run, kick, 

and even try to bite me.  I had a farrier come out to take a look at their feet.   I was told that my       

donkeys were wild and that I should get rid of them.  Getting rid of my donkeys was NOT on option.   

   

Eventually,  one of the donkeys, Sandy, started to let me pet him.  But he was very pushy with me and 

liked to shove me.  The other donkey, Smoky, was still being aggressive.  I would try to sit in the corral 

with them.  One day as I started to pick up my chair to leave the corral, I was knocked over.  Both      

donkeys then ran at me, and I felt the air go by as Smoky kicked at my shoulder.  I needed help...   
 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What was I going to do?  I started researching local donkey rescues and found Longhopes.  I called and 

spoke with Kathy.  She said that she would be out to take a look at my donkeys.  Help was on the way.  

Kathy showed up with her equine manager Kati and trainer Caitlin Howard.  Within minutes, 

Kathy had Sandy haltered and was working with his feet.  Kathy felt that he had been testing me and 

that he actually knew how to behave. 

 

Smoky was another story.  We tried bringing the trainer out for a weekly lesson, but Smoky needed 

more intense training.  This was not an easy decision for me as I have never sent an animal away before, 

but I had to trust Kathy.  She has done this for many years with much success.  I told myself that 

Smoky was just going away to donkey camp (even though my fear was that he would never come home 

again).  Longhopes picked up Smoky and dropped off Spring.  She is a beautiful donkey who came to  

help keep Sandy company while Smoky was away.  

 

The training began at Longhopes with Kathy and Kati.  I came every Friday to learn as well.  Kathy 

and I even had a few lessons on Sundays in the snow.  Progress was being made, and I could not have 

been more excited.  These ladies were amazing and worked with Smoky several times a week.  The       

progress was incredible, and every Friday I was shocked by the improvement.  As much as they were 

training Smoky, they were training me too.   
 

Within one month, Smoky was ready to return home.  Smoky had clearly had a history of abusive     

handling.  He learned to protect himself by being physically threatening.  But once he learned there was 

nothing to fear, he gave up all that behavior.  Now he gratefully accepts pets to his head and neck.  He 

lifts his feet, and I can see in his eyes that he has a kind soul.  He is now very affectionate. 

   

Longhopes is an amazing place with even more amazing people.  They helped Smoky overcome his fear 

of  humans and become a wonderful long eared friend that we love very much.  I am grateful.  

 

P.S. By the way, we have now adopted Spring.  She is a fabulous addition to our family.   



Longhopes Donkey Shelter 

66 N. Dutch Valley Road 

Bennett, CO  80102 

www.longhopes.org 

info@longhopes.org 

(303) 644-5930 

NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION 

U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

STRASBURG, CO 

PERMIT NO. 8 

Call us to schedule a private, interactive tour for $15 per adult/$10 youths ages 2-18  

 

Or attend our Fall for Burros Fun-raiser on August 29th 

 and meet foals Landon and McKenzie. 

 

 See inside for details on this exciting and festive event! 


	page 1.pdf
	page 2.pdf
	page 3.pdf
	page 4.pdf
	page 5.pdf
	page 6.pdf
	page 7.pdf
	page 8.pdf
	page 9.pdf
	page 10.pdf
	page 11.pdf
	page 12.pdf

