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**Sung to tune of “You're Nobody Til l  Somebody Loves You”            

                             by Dean Martin 
 

You’re nobody till some donkey loves you 

You’re nobody till some burro cares. 

 

A dog, a cat, a horse, a cow are nice in their way. 

But they can’t wake you every ‘morn with one enormous bray. 

 

The world still may not know all of their virtues. 

But you can discover them on your own. 

 

You’re nobody till some burro loves you. 

So come to Longhopes soon and find love. 

Our Theme Song

Our Theme Song

Our Theme Song

Our Theme Song    

Editor-Kelly Walters 



From the Top  BrASS                by Board President-Mary Wamsley 

 

A  Message to Our Supporters 

 

 “It was the best of times; it was the worst of times.”  When Charles Dickens wrote 

those words in A Tale of Two Cities he was certainly not referring to Bennett, Colorado in 

2012, but at times the drought, the cost of hay, the shortage of hay, the heat and the dust made 

it seem like a very bad time on the plains indeed.   

 Yet we exceeded the 600 mark in the number of donkeys we have rescued, began in 

earnest construction of a new Visitor Center, and while the monthly census of donkeys in    

residence increased 30% over 2011, the adoptions kept pace so it was a good year.  

 However, I want you to know that our ability to balance the challenges of 2012 came 

about due to being fiscally conservative with your donations while ensuring the best for our 

donkeys without being extravagant.  I don’t know if you are aware of this fact, but it is   

something you should know—neither the Longhopes founder and CEO Kathy Dean nor        

co-founder Alan Miller take even a dollar in pay for their hard work.  Rather, they contribute 

over 60 hours a week of time and their own funds to the shelter.  Kathy genuinely cares for 

each donkey resident that comes through our gates, and Alan designs, builds and fixes          

virtually everything on the property.  The emphasis on fixing—donkeys break a lot of things.  

 We have no full-time salaried staff either.  Instead, we currently have two part-time             

employees.  No one on the Board of Directors receives any pay or compensation and they are       

committed to personally contribute time and money to the Longhopes’ mission.    

 I am quite proud of the health and stability of Longhopes as a charitable organization; 

there are not many equine rescues in the region that function as effectively without high      

salaried  executives. 

 And I am very proud of you - the Longhopes friends and supporters.  You recognize 

what is special and unique about donkeys and your generosity allows us to socialize, train,               

rehabilitate and match the donkeys with loving forever homes.  I thank you for the              

contributions you have made to us in the past, and we welcome whatever you can donate to 

Longhopes as we close out this year and look forward to a new year with plenty of gentle 

rain, lush fields of hay and grass, and more and more donkeys heading out our gates to their 

forever homes.   

     

    Have a wonderful holiday season  

    and a Happy New Year.  

 

 

     

          

       

Now you can donate Now you can donate Now you can donate Now you can donate 

to Longhopes to Longhopes to Longhopes to Longhopes 

through through through through     



building Our Futurebuilding Our Futurebuilding Our Futurebuilding Our Future    

More barns means more donkeys can find 

safe haven at Longhopes this winter. 

 

With some corral panels donated by Ann 

Sears, a shed from Kathy Dean and some 

hard work donated by Alan Miller, we have a 

new little paddock just the right size for 2 

miniature donkeys or/mules to share. 

 

Nestled in our trees- we call it “The Grove.” 

Our new Visitor Center 

is almost complete.  The    

project would not have 

been  possible without 

Ann Sears and all the  

donated talents of Alan 

Miller and Doug 

Wamsley. The Center 

will include office space, 

a public bathroom,  

kitchen access and a gift 

shop.   

 

We hope to be moved in 

by the end of the year  

and will be ready for 

many guests.  Please plan 

to come and see us. 



Sona was born in 1996 on  federal lands.  She was captured by the BLM in 2001 and sold to be the    

surrogate mother to a 3 month old male donkey-Sidney.  The pair passed through at least three homes 

and each home was progressively worse.  In November 2011 the pair was sold for slaughter but we   

intercepted them.  Both Sona and Sidney were extremely terrified of humans. 

 

We worked with Sona day after day, week after week but still she  

would just shake when she was approached.  It seemed as if she was 

incapable of assimilating the lessons and thus, would have to stay at Longhopes forever. 

 

Then one day, she stopped running or shaking.  That was the day she had a future away from us.  Last 

month, Art and Aseneth chose Sona as the new companion to their 20 year old jennet named Sombra.  

Sombra’s mother had just died so she was very lonely.  Art and Aseneth have everything Sona needs 

and you can see she is melting in their gentle attention.  Thank you Art and Aseneth for giving Sona 

this new life.  If Sona can learn to trust, any donkey can and that is what helps us keep the faith.. 

 

Don’t worry about Sidney.  He and Sheldon are tight burro buddies.  See page 8. 

Sona’s TimeSona’s TimeSona’s TimeSona’s TimeSona’s TimeSona’s TimeSona’s TimeSona’s Time        

Standing 34 inches tall– Elgin nka Dudley was all 

ego when we first met him.  He came to us from a 

situation of owner neglect.  At Longhopes he had 

many choices for a burro buddy but none met his 

requirements.  We even tried a home with a lonely 

brown mini-donkey but Dudley wanted no part of 

that.  Thank goodness Bette Gauthier needed one 

more donkey to complete her herd.  Dudley  

finally found a burro buddy in Fargo a standard 

spotted donkey.  We wonder if he loves having a 

buddy that looks just like him?   Bette says, 

“Dudley is a true joy and brings many laughs and 

smiles to us and all who see him.”   Dudley has 

even branched out to love a grey jennet at his new 

home.  It’s all about making the right fit. 

Color Me FriendColor Me Friend  



As a part of our verification from the Global Federation 

of Animal Sanctuary, we replaced 1800 feet of barbed 

wire pasture fencing to make it safer for the donkeys.  It 

was a difficult job in the 90+ degree weather we had this 

summer but it was worth the effort. 

Sta�s�cs 

2012 Star�ng census     45 

          Admissions      +   69                        

         Adop�ons        -     68  

      —————————— 

2011 Star�ng census     38 

           Admissions        + 69 

           Adop�ons           - 54 

 

Tyler Voorhees and his family returned to Longhopes to complete Tyler’s Eagle Scout  

project which included a new training bridge and teeter-totter for our obstacle course.  

The remodeled course was named “Sophie’s Challenge” in honor of  Longhopes’ Sophie 

who lived many loving years with the Voorhees family. 

     In August, Tish Hiestand-the founder of the 

Forever Home Donkey Rescue, a private rescue  

in Benson, Arizona (and a great lady), took a road 

trip to Longhopes with friend and donkey lover 

Georgette Berry.  On the evening of their arrival, 

I told them about 2 jennets in a feedlot that would 

be sold for roping or shipped to a foreign      

slaughter plant if Longhopes didn’t buy them.  So 

off we went in the truck to get Georgia-age 4, and 

Misty-age 9.  The next morning, Georgia was   

already so comforted by having food, water and a 

barn that she cozied up to Georgette. (They are 

both redheads-maybe that was the connection?)  

Georgette fell hard for Georgia and decided to be 

Georgia’s sponsor during her rehab.  

Georgette and Tish have been lucky charms for 

these jennets because we are happy to report that 

both have found wonderful new homes with other 

Longhopes’ donkeys. 

Tish and Georgette say they left with “many 

warm memories” of their visit and “hope this will 

not be [their] last trip to Longhopes.”   

We hope so too.  

            Kathy Dean 

Georgette falls for Georgia  



A Tribute to our Athletes  

Donkeys are very versatile and can do anything a horse can do.  Donkeys can also do some things that horses 

can’t or won’t do.  There is a sport known as burro racing that is indigenous to the Rocky Mountains and is 

exclusively for donkeys.   

 

Many people believe that only old, injured, sick or stupid animals end up at shelters.  The truth is that most of 

the donkeys we are asked to aide are young, (and with a little TLC) healthy, and talented. 

 

Several of our rescues have been adopted to pack burro racers who compete each summer in races held in the 

historic mining towns of Colorado.  We are featuring some of those great adoptees here. 

 

Some of you may worry that burro racing is cruel.  Actually, burro racing may be the most HUMANE  animal 

sport that exists because it requires as much physical exertion from the human as the animal.  This is true      

because in burro racing, YOU can push, pull or carry your burro-but the BURRO can NEVER carry you. 

Titus pushes me when I need               

encouragement, steadies me when I 

push too hard, and joins me on every 

adventure. 

 

He is the greatest running  

partner I could ask for, and keeps me 

smiling every mile, rain or shine. 
 

Caitlin Howard 

Titus with owner/racer 

Caitlin Howard 

(left and right) 

Burro Racing is the ultimate team sport.  It’s the most challenging, fun and rewarding activity I have ever 

participated in.  Guinness is obviously the stronger and smarter member of 

the team and has literally pulled me through to the finish on several         

occasions.  The connection that I have with Guinness during a race is very 

special.       Ross Keller 

       

Guinness with owner/

racer/trainer/farrier                                                                                                        

Ross Keller (right) 

Dexter with owner/

racer  Elane Flower 

Maudlin (left)  

 



Burro racing is all about forging a working      

partnership with your donkey.  It is just so much 

fun when you have put in the hours and the miles   

training with your donkey and it all comes          

together the day of the race, and you put in an 

awesome run together as a team.  Donkeys have 

favorite courses.  Finnegan really likes the short 

course at Fairplay and has finished in the 

top three several times, including two wins.  Our 

main training challenges have revolved around 

racing two donkeys that live together.                

Finnegan does not like to be separated from his 

buddy Nugget so we don't train together and we 

keep them separate at the start of a race.  It makes 

for some interesting maneuvering when we have to 

pass each other on the course!   

Mary Kueshster 

Finnegan with owner/racer                    

Steve Kuehster  (below) 

I loooove pack burro racing because it involves my 

two favorite things- running and rescue animals. I 

was shocked at what naturals Claire and Trixie 

were.  They have an innate competitive desire to 

keep up with the donkey that is furthest ahead! If I 

had their speed and talent we might actually win 

some money...but alas, I have already won. I have 

two new best friends on and off the trail.        

Katie Lloyd 

Claire with owner/tri-athlete/racer   

Katie Lloyd (below) 

Burro	Racing	Facts:	

*It	was	initially	a	male	only	sport	and	all	participants	had	to	have	a	beard.		In	1955	women	

were	 irst	allowed.		Now	women	compete	(and	win)	along	side	the	men.	

*Donkeys	must	be	 itted	with	a	regulation	pack	saddle	and	prospector’s	tools	including	a		

pick,	shovel	and	gold	pan	weighing	no	less	than	33	pounds.		Racers	usually	carry	water,	

treats	and	rain	gear	too.		Packs	are	weighed	at	the	beginning	and	end	of	the	race.	

*Donkey	and	human	are	connected	by	a	15	foot	rope.		Donkey	and	human	must	stay										

together	throughout	the	race	but	either	can		lead.		The	nose	of	the	burro	crossing	the	 inish	

line	determines	the	winner.			A	burro	that	leaves	the	course	(and	sometimes	they	do)	must	

return	to	the	spot	they	left	the	course	before	resuming	the	race.	

*Mistreatment	of	the	burro	is	grounds	for	disquali ication.		No	whips,	clubs	or	electric	

prods	are	allowed.	

*Races	are	5-30	miles	long	at	elevations	over	10,000	feet.		Prizes	vary	from	$50-$1,000.	

	*Training	takes	place	all	year	round	except	when	there	is	ice	on	the	ground.	



Featured Donkeys for Adoption 

Zola is a black, 

2.5 year old 

jennet and 

Coral is her 4 

month old red-

roan jennet 

foal.  

 

Both are very 

friendly and 

would be a 

great pair of 

donkeys for a 

first time  

equine owner.   
 

Dylan is a well conformed, grey, 2 year 

old gelding donkey.  He will be about 12 

hands tall at full size.  This gelding has 

grown up at Longhopes so he is very  

socialized and has lots of skill and  

potential. 

 

Dylan would be happy living with any  

jennet or gelding who needs a friend at 

much as he needs one. 

Mae is a sweet, personable 16 year old 

small standard jennet.  She has a quiet 

nature and would be a great companion 

to a lonely donkey. 

 

She halters, leads and picks up her feet. 

She is up to date on all her medical care, 

including a full dental treatment.  Now 

all Mae West needs is a loving home just 

in time for the holidays. 

Sidney (10 yrs–right) and Sheldon (14 yrs-left) 

met at Longhopes and became the best of 

friends.  These two share everything together 

play time, dinner time, and nap time.    

 

Sheldon is an albino and needs to wear his  

special mask to protect his pretty blue eyes.  

Both are gentle and kind and would love a home 

as cherished pets. 



 

Thick Longhopes socks. 
Pamper your feet with 

playing donkeys. 
Medium and Large 
$9.00 plus $3.00 s/h 

Order by calling 303 644 5930 or send us an e-mail at  

longhopesorg@gmail.com or order online at 

www.longhopes.org 
 

We ACCEPT checks, money order or PayPal & 

  major credit cards with PHONE orders. 

Metal Ornament made just for 
Longhopes 

$15.00 plus $3.00 s/h  

The Longhopes 2013 calendar is in.  
Opens to 17x11 with color photos for 

each month. 
 

$10.00 plus $2 shipping/handling 

NEW-”Fun With Donkeys”  
coloring & activity book for  

children. 
Puzzles, word games, pictures. 

21 pages 8.5“x 11” 
$6 each or 2 for $10 includes 

shipping & handling 

Wool donkey hat is great for  
donkey lovers of all ages. 

 
$20 includes shipping/handling 

NEW!  The very popular 
“Rachel” T-shirt is now  

available in a long sleeved, 
grey version. 

 
Sizes:  S, M, L, XL 

 
$17.00 plus $3 s/h 



Dear Miss Bliss, 
 
I just arrived at Longhopes with my 4 month old jack 
foal.  I am 3 years old so I was too young to have a foal, 
but I did my best, even when my owner starved me.  
(I’m embarrassed but as you can see my ribs and hips are 
sticking out).  Then our owner put an ad on Craigslist to sell 
us for $150.  Soon a nice man showed up and took us away.  
Later we took another ride to Longhopes where we are now.  
It’s so cool here.  We have our own barn, pasture, friends, 
more food than we can eat, attention and medical care.  That 
Craigslist must be a great thing.     Halo 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dear Halo: 
 
Craigslist is a free internet site.  It might be a great way to SELL stuff but it’s a pretty scary  
way to BUY an animal.  Backyard breeders and puppy mills love the free ads because they 
haven’t spent any money on the health of their merchandise and don’t intend to start.  But 
BUYER BEWARE.  Like you, many of the animals on Craigslist have been denied all basic 
medical care.  Others have never been socialized or trained.  Even worse, many sellers on 
Craigslist fail to disclose that Colorado law requires the seller to provide a title certificate 
from a state brand agent before an equine is sold.  Lack of a brand certificate causes         
problems later.  Buyers would be much better off going to a legitimate animal rescue that 
will be around the day after the purchase. 
 
Isn’t it amazing that your owner couldn’t feed you but then demanded money to let you go?  
Animal lovers frequently pay “ransoms” to remove animals from situations of neglect, but 
unfortunately this rewards the abuser.  I think you’d agree with me that people who         
neglect or abuse animals should be reported to the police, not paid money.   
 
You are the true hero here.  I have heard Kathy Dean say so many times how much                
admiration she has for the donkeys who find a way to hang on through torture, pain and        
starvation….until the day they can be found and brought to Longhopes.   You should be 
commended for feeding your foal all those months even though it left you severely           
emaciated.  You did good girl.  Rest easy, your in good hands now. 
 
Miss Bliss 
 

Ask Miss Bliss 



 

 
Visiting Longhopes 

 

We met Kathy Dean because of Ebenezer-a donkey we helped rescue in the Grandview, Missouri in 

2009.  He had lived alone on a 6-acre pasture in a ramshackle shed for 30+ years with very minimal 

care. Early in February 2012 this sweet, loveable, and sometimes ornery donkey had to be euthanized 

after a debilitating fall in his pasture.  

 

We sold Ebenezer calendars to raise money for Ebenezer’s care.  After his death,  we dispersed the 

remaining funds to several donkey rescues including Longhopes.   Kathy responded with a nice thank 

you note and a beautiful Longhopes donkey ornament because she knew our hearts were hurting after 

the loss of Ebenezer.  

 

We asked if we could come out and help with anything that was needed.  We were so happy Kathy 

and her husband Alan invited us to stay on their property. It was great because we went to sleep and 

woke up to braying donkeys. We truly miss hearing Ebenezer’s bray. 

 

Randy, my husband, is pretty good at fixing pretty much anything so he and Alan worked side by side 

on a lot of projects. Me, I just love donkeys and I spent a lot of time mucking out barns and paddocks 

so that I could spend a lot of time talking to, petting, brushing, and generally spoiling donkeys.     

However, I did get to observe Kathy working with the donkeys and I was impressed with her vast 

knowledge of their care. She did everything from giving vaccinations, to trimming over-grown hooves 

on newly rescued donkeys and training.   

 

Everything was so neat and organized in all of the buildings and a list was ready each day for the    

volunteers to know what projects needed to be done. I was truly amazed how well everything was 

thought out from where the muck rakes and wheelbarrows were stationed, to the rule about refilling 

the hay cart after feeding, to the labels on drawers and containers, and even down to the name tags on 

the halters and pegs to make it easy to find the right one for each donkey. And I don’t think there is a 

piece of equipment that Alan doesn’t know how to run or fix. (And he is a darn good cook too!) Kudos 

to a fantastic team.   

 

Thank you again Kathy and Alan for all your hospitality. We wish you good health and the freedom to 

keep on helping donkeys. We can’t imagine a world 

without you two in it doing what you do so well  

together.  

 

Shirley and Randy Phillips          

Randy and his new buddies  

coming in from a pasture at 

Longhopes. 

Outreach  AssistanceOutreach  AssistanceOutreach  AssistanceOutreach  Assistance    
 

Longhopes has a castration assistance grant from the 

Colorado Unwanted Horse Alliance.  The goal of the 

grant is to encourage all jack owners in Colorado to  

neuter their jacks to prevent unplanned breeding.  

Breeding= Homelessness. 

SPREAD THE WORD 

Call or write us for details. 

longhopesorg@gmail.com 

(303) 644-5930 



Longhopes Donkey Shelter 
50 S. Dutch Valley Road 

Bennett, CO  80102 
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We extend our ongoing Gra�tude to our Corporate Sponsor who believes 

in our mission and helps ensure we reach our goals 

Wish List 
Purina Equine Senior grain 

Grass hay 
Folding chairs 

Gift cards for office supplies 
Folding tables 

Feed bunks 
Muckcarts or Wheelbarrows 

Hay: it’s the new gold for equine owners.  In 2011 
we spent $7,000  on hay.  This year we have        
already spent  $22,000 on hay.  A drought covered 
over 50% of the United States leaving all of the hay   
buyers competing for a limited supply.   
 
We have 117,000 lbs of hay on hand to help us 
through the winter but the unexpected cost increase  
for hay depleted our cash reserves that were         
earmarked for other expenses. 
 
Your support to help us replenish our reserves for 
2013 is greatly appreciated. 
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