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It is time for our Annual Hay Drive 

 

Thanks to the generosity of  

Bruce and Jan Peck,  

we have a great start.  

 

But we need to fill this barn with  

another 53,000 pounds of hay and then 

purchase more hay in February.   

We need your help to 

fill this barn. 



From the Top BrASS                                        by Kathy Dean, CEO 

I want to extend my gratitude to Pam Moser for sharing her story in this issue (page 8).  

I am sure it was not easy to write, but her story is important to understanding why we 

accept donkeys being surrendered by owners. 

When an owner buys a donkey, the owner takes on a lifetime responsibility for the 

health of the donkey.  When the donkey is surrendered to Longhopes, all those              

responsibilities are shifted to Longhopes.  Our costs are no less than an owner’s costs.  In 

fact our costs are greater, because we have to pay wages, insurance premiums,             

advertisers, office supply companies and trainers to prepare the donkeys for rehoming. 

When a donkey comes to us, we do not know if it will be at Longhopes for one month or 

for ten years.  We hope for the former but must prepare for the latter, which could mean 

20+ years of expenses.    

Unfortunately, the donkeys we receive also require remedial medical, dental and hoof 

care.  That takes money too. 

This explains why we must ask the owner wanting to relinquish a donkey or donkeys to 

Longhopes to make a cash donation to us.  It is just an economic necessity that is most 

fairly borne by the person who is benefiting from our existence. 

Even the owners who do not have cash have tools, equipment, services or time they can 

donate to keep Longhopes operating.  We ask for that help in exchange for the help we 

provide them with their animals.  Most loving animal owners understand this need. 

Tell everyone you know with a JACK that we still have grant funds to help reduce the cost of jack 

castration anywhere around the United States.  NO form or application required 
 

Our Statistics   2014 
 
Starting Census         53 
 
 Admissions        46 
 Adoptions          63  

(Photo right)  Mutual grooming is the act 

of donkeys gently and lovingly massaging 

and scratching each other.  Usually they 

wrap their necks around each other.  It is 

a sign of bonding within a herd. 

 

We never get tired of seeing it. 



501©(3) Charity  84-1538890 

*Mail a donation check for our Hay Drive 

* Call in a credit card donation 

* Donate through PayPal   

* Donate through Colorado Gives 

* Sign up for matching gifts through your employer 

* Shop the Longhopes online gift shop 

* Purchase an item from our Amazon Wishlist 

* Shop online through iGive.com and smile.amazon.com 

* Sponsor a donkey 

                                                          *Spread the word! 

Dangerous Summer  
It has been a summer like no other.  Every afternoon for 

several weeks, we were under a tornado warning.  You 

can see a tornado touching down just north of         

Longhopes in the photo (left).  Some days we had to turn 

all the donkeys into the pasture for their safety, while we 

huddled in the basement.  Luckily no tornado hit at 

Longhopes. 

 

Instead we experienced torrential rains.  As a result, we 

had to buy a lot of new paddock base and spent many 

hours repairing each paddock. 

Please consider including Longhopes in your estate planning. 

 

 

Your money, stock, property or retirement accounts remain available to YOU     

during your lifetime.  But your planned giving would change the fate of many 

homeless donkeys long beyond your lifetime.   

 

An estate attorney can help prepare a will so that your assets are passed on         

according to your wishes.  States like Colorado even recognize handwritten wills.  

**Credit card fees apply 

Your future is OUR FUTURE 



 
 

If you’ve been to Longhopes recently, you may have heard a couple 

of English accents.  They belong to John Anderson and Annabel 

Saunders.    

 

In the UK, John and Annabel had experience with small scale   

farming and have been around horses and cattle much of their lives. 

Both are experienced English riders too.  

 

They moved from the UK to New York in 2001 and discovered Pack 

Burro Racing in 2012 with the help of Ross and K'Lyn Keller.  They 

fell in love with donkeys and racing.  So they returned in 2013 to run 

the whole summer series of races to complete the Triple Crown.  

That convinced them they wanted to have more time in Colorado.  

Soon thereafter they sold their New York home and packed up for a move. 

 

John and Annabel are now live-in volunteers at Longhopes with their greyhound 

rescue Chatty.  As volunteers they do everything from manure spreading, cutting 

grass, spreading sand and gravel, moving hay, donkey care and transporting donkeys.  John and Annabel are particularly 

talented at training donkeys for packing and hiking.  It is a win-win because John and Annabel love to spend their free time 

hiking and camping in the back country of Colorado.  The donkeys enjoy the mountain adventures over streams, logs and 

narrow trails. 

 

“We love working with the donkeys at Longhopes to get them ready for adoption,” say John and Annabel. 

In an effort to get out from underneath unwanted feral burro population, the 

BLM (Bureau of Land Management) proposes sending 100 burros to Guatemala 

as “working” animals.  We know that “working” donkeys in developing countries 

live 1/3rd as long as domestic donkeys in the U.S. due to exhaustion, excessive 

workloads and lack of appropriate food and health care.  Is this really a good 

idea? 

MEET OUR VOLUNTEERS 

To prevent the unwanted, unplanned and unaffordable reproduction of donkeys, Longhopes                

administers grant programs from the ASPCA and the Colorado Unwanted Horse Alliance to assist 

owners with the cost of jack castration.    

  

Some people are actually afraid of having their jacks neutered due to the risks of complications or 

death.  Inspired by some of the disturbing reports we receive about improperly performed jack           

castrations, we made it our mission to provide veterinarians with a 

visual tool to become proficient in working with donkeys.  

 

With camera work donated by Chuck Richardson, we filmed         

Dr. Jennifer Casebeer from Living Springs Vet Care in Bennett, 

Colorado demonstrate the proper castration procedure for a jack.  

Dr. Casebeer is a natural teacher and the camera loved her. 

 

Now we need funding and marketing assistance to distribute the new 

DVD so that no more jacks suffer needlessly from easily avoided 

surgical mistakes. 

 

Donkeys are NOT Small Horses-A Veterinarian Guide to Jack Castration  

ABOVE are John and Annabel          

racing in Fairplay, Colorado with    

Kona and Candy owned by Ross Keller.   



(Below) Pete fka Marlow with his horse  

after being adopted by Jim and Bev Young 

after their last Longhopes’ donkey passed 

away.  “Pete loves to go with us & ponies 

very well.  Thank you so much for letting us 

have him.  I have fallen in love again,“ says 

Bev. 

Summer means pack burro racing in Colorado.  Congratulations to Longhopes’ pack burro racing  

alumni:  Bliss, Misty, Titus, Guinness, Tonto, Finnegan, Zara (Pandora), Claire, Kona, Dashell,      

Mason, Dexter (Dancer), Nicky (Zip), Comet & Pritzi for disproving the stereotype that “rescue”  

donkeys are not good for anything.    

(Above) Kind and gentle Tilly found Longhopes in 2007 and 

found a forever home in 2010 with Miranda Spindel DVM.   

Tilly is now 36 and she still knows how to snuggle. 

Alumni Updates 

Our own Dewey, a 3 year old spotted, over-sized miniature gelding donkey found a new career this 

summer.  He arrived at Longhopes in April 2014 after the Denver Dumb Friends League Harmony 

Equine Center asked for our help.  Dewey required a lot of training, but we quickly saw something 

special in him that suggested he is a natural racer. 

 

Without much effort, Dewey raced 14 miles at the Triple Crown Burro Race in Fairplay and 12 miles 

at the Buena Vista race which gave Ross Keller (photo below) the best race time he’s ever had at 

Buena Vista.  Dewey loved the adventure and the competition.  He wants to do more of it and is ready 

to be a great running buddy at a new home.  Any marathoners out there? 



Caring for donkeys is hard physical work in the cold 

of winter and the heat of the summer.  It is work that 

must be done twice a day, every day with no holidays.  

 

So, we took ONE day off this summer to just have fun 

and say “thank you” to our volunteers, staff and board 

members.   

 

First we had a great lunch donated by Alan Miller 

which included a special cake. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Then we went on to the manure throwing competition, 

the balloon toss, the donkey identification contest and 

the treat race. 

 

Competition was fierce, but when the dust settled, it 

was Sierra, the donkey of our founder Kathy Dean 

who won (see below).  Of course she did.  No donkey is 

more food motivated than Sierra.  Hmmm?  Like    

owner, like donkey? 

The treat race was very popular with the 

spoiled donkeys of Longhopes. 

 

The game requires the human to lead the     

donkey through an obstacle course without 

touching the donkey in any way.  No halter or 

lead rope is allowed.  Only a treat can be used 

to lure the donkey. 



Summer Fundraiser 

Three cheers for the 30+ volunteers 

who were on hand to help us host our 

first June fund-raising event.    

 

Because we have only one full time 

employee and one part-time employee, 

our volunteers are crucial to every 

fundraising event. 

 

We had a record turn out of guests 

and over 90 people were treated to 

donkey rides. 

 

There were plenty of affectionate donkeys to 

meet too. 

 

The kids enjoyed special donkey crafts and 

everyone loved the fabulous meal prepared  

by Alan, Colleen and Camila. 

 



 

 

 

I never thought I would be one of “those people.” 

 

When my husband and I fell in love with Bliss back in 2001, Kathy at Longhopes kidded us that we were too old to adopt a 

baby donkey.  With a lifespan that could easily reach 40 years, she was afraid that we would become incapacitated and be 

unable to take care of Bliss as we aged.  With some coaxing (from Bliss!), Kathy relented and we were lucky enough to 

bring not only Bliss but Hope (a BLM foal), Kirby and gentle Gib to our home.  I will never forget waking up the next 

morning to the donkey music bray that always made me smile. 

 

Our foals grew up, chased coyotes, and generally helped fill our lives with laughter.  Kirby died suddenly, and we brought 

home a mammoth senior jennet from Longhopes named Bigun to help fill the gap. 

 

Cognizant of the fact that the donkeys could well outlive us, we made sure that our will stated that they would be returned to 

Longhopes along with an endowment.  Then we settled in for a long life with our great new companions.  I thought. 

 

When my husband and I came to the decision to divorce, I realized that I could not handle 35 acres and large animals by  

myself.  I knew I would have to move to the ‘burbs which meant I was going to have to face relinquishment of my          

donkeys.  I emailed Longhopes with the unspeakable request that I return the donkeys to the shelter. 

 

After many years observing Longhopes, I had seen many abandoned donkeys, heard of many being returned to Longhopes 

even when Longhopes thought the donkeys had found a “forever” home.  So often the donkeys had been adopted when they 

were young and adorable but now were older, needed those pesky hoof trimmings and actually required good hay and fresh 

water.  I watched Kathy Dean’s dismay as too many donkeys showed up at the Longhopes door needing shelter.  I dreaded 

Kathy’s response, but I should have known better.  She was dismayed, yes, but was kind enough to realize that in some   

cases there was no a good alternative but relinquishment.  Even though I knew Longhopes was reaching its maximum     

capacity, Longhopes made room for my beautiful donkeys. 

 

I made sure that my husband and I made a donation to Longhopes for assuming the care of our donkeys because I know 

how much it costs and I know all that Longhopes does for every donkey it takes in. 

 

The actual day of relinquishment will always remain one of the worst days in my life.  Anyone who has lost a pet through 

death knows the huge gap that it leaves.  This felt like the death of four animals who had given me their love and loyalty for 

years.  And along with the loss was immense guilt and that nagging feeling that I COULD have done something different.   

 

We moved the three younger donkeys together, and then, sobbing, I loaded up Bigun and drove to Longhopes.  The staff at 

Longhopes was so kind at seeing my distress, but 

rightly their focus was on caring for Bigun and        

reintroducing her to her new home. 

 

It’s been over a year now and this story has a happy 

ending.  My beloved Bigun spent her last months of 

life getting love and great care from all the wonderful   

volunteers and staff at Longhopes.  Hope has found a 

grand new home with a woman for whom I will always 

be grateful.  She has a “job” now.  Her new owner is 

riding her and Hope is blooming with the new           

responsibilities.  Gib, who has cataracts and had         

always suffered terrible shyness (probably from being roped at some point), has a new home with a lonely horse.  And lucky 

Bliss.  I had always suspected she held a special place in Kathy’s heart.  Sure enough, she is now Kathy’s personal donkey.  

My four companions were lucky.  Too many donkeys end up slaughtered, or worse, living life with painful hooves that have 

not been trimmed in years or slow starvation and exposure.   

 

The Longhopes Donkey Shelter is a beacon and haven to these animals.  I have watched the difficult decisions that Kathy  

has made, always with the highest ethics, and always with the donkeys as the primary focus.  The people at Longhopes will 

always have my thanks and support. 

Owner Relinquishment                                by Pam Moser 

Bliss, Kirby, Gib and Hope 



Available Donkeys 

Cameron (left) and Gulliver (right) are a 

handsome pair of 4 year old standard geldings.  

Cameron was born at Longhopes and is      

particularly affectionate.  They are very 

healthy donkeys who are ready for long    

packing trips.  Both have also started riding 

lessons.  Their only requirement is to stay    

together. 

Noah (left) & Cocomo (right) are a mother/son 

pair of miniature donkeys.  Both are overweight 

and should not be on lush pasture.  Noah is 15 

and his mother is 19.  Both halter, lead and load 

and have great dispositions.  They would be fun 

pets for a family with children on a small acreage.  

They love attention, going to walks and lots of 

petting. 

Fudge (left) and Caramel (right) are a mother –

daughter pair of standard jennets.  They are very 

bonded.  Caramel is 11 years old and is a lovely 

paint color.  Fudge is 9 and is chocolate colored.  

Both are extremely affectionate and safe.  Both 

have great skills and can be ridden.  They are the 

perfect pair for the donkey novice who is willing 

to monitor their food intake. 

Pebbles is a 1 1/2 year old standard, grey    

jennet.  She was sold by her owner to a 

slaughterhouse broker but luckily was        

discovered by a horse lover who called     

Longhopes.  Pebbles is very healthy, friendly, 

curious and smart. She gets along well with 

all other donkeys but needs a special burro 

buddy and a family of her own.   



 

 
Dylan Rocks the Boat                                                            

Longhopes rescued Dylan as a yearling jack with his pregnant mother from a slaughterhouse pen.  When he 

had to be separated from his mother because he was a jack, he never liked hanging out with other male 

donkeys.  He missed his mother something terrible.  He sought the company of mature jennets but never 

found a close friend.    

 

However, the lonely teenage gelding struck gold when Charlotte and Hector Bravo brought him to their 

home.  Aliyah and Paloma, their two previous Longhopes adoptees, easily accepted the youngster into their 

small herd. 

 

The Bravos lived in a close-knit, rural residential cul-de-sac near Boulder.  All their neighbors doted on the 

burros except one.  For reasons originally unrelated to the donkeys, this neighbor started harassing      

Charlotte and Hector and made complaints to the Boulder County zoning board. 

 

Goaded into action, the county notified the Bravos their one-acre property would only permit “two horses 

or two donkeys.”  A dozen neighbors living in a big horseshoe around the Bravos petitioned the county in 

support of the Bravos saying the donkeys made their day and enhanced the rural character of the area.   

 

Charlotte’s research and advocacy convinced the county to hold off enforcing the zoning regulation until 

they could change the rules regarding the way donkeys are counted as animal units because a donkey eats 

roughly one-third the diet of a horse and is easier on the land.  However, there were no guarantees and the 

process could take years. 

 

Charlotte and Hector had  only moved 

to Colorado three years earlier and had 

just finished an exhaustive remodel of 

their new home.  Nevertheless, the    

Bravos decided to move.  Never did it 

cross their minds to sever Dylan from 

the family.  Instead, they found a        

neglected but promising farm with more 

land for the herd.   

 

Even so this didn’t stop the                 

harassment.  After the Bravos moved 

and the donkeys were gone, the same 

neighbors tried to interfere with the  

Bravo’s right to lease their house.   

Charlotte notes that over her lifetime, 

she lived and worked on three             

continents dealing with terrorists, revolutionaries and police state henchmen but “never faced anything as 

irrational as her bad neighbor.” 

 

In the end, the turmoil brought good fortune.  Today the burros are thriving in a larger homestead with lush 

pastures and a wooded grove.  Dylan has grown stronger, more confident, and is gingerly reaching out to 

an older Andalusian gelding horse who is the latest addition to the Bravo family.  If Dylan hadn’t rocked 

the boat with his arrival, the Bravos would never have found this Colorado dream place.   

 

Charlotte and Hector say “Thank you, little Dylan, and thanks to Longhopes for opening a new and         

unforeseen path.” 

 

Dylan, Aliyah and Paloma  



Dear Fans: 

I don’t know why I got stuck with this assignment.  I       

happen to be in perfect condition, and I have the kind of metabolism that keeps 

me at the perfect weight all year long regardless of what I eat. 

But that is not the case with many of my friends.  Pastures have been plentiful 

this year because of all the rain showers.  Yippee!!!  More pasture grass also 

means that donkey owners need to buy less hay at $10 a bale.  

However, it also means that many, many donkeys are getting obese. 

Just for the record, (see photo left) this 

 is not what donkeys should look like. 

This donkey is at least 100 pounds overweight.     

Overweight donkeys tend to be worth more “dead than alive”         

because the slaughterhouse pays by the pound.   

Don’t say it came from me, but think about using the mild fall  

weather to get that summer fat off your donkeys.  It will reduce potential health problems and make them 

more likely to be rehomed if ever you can no longer care for them.    

           

            

                                                                               

                                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Miss Bliss REPORT 

Donkey Dental Care:  Because the teeth of equines continue to grow, it is essential, not optional that 

they have their teeth floated every 3-4 years.  The growth can cause long, sharp points (photo lower 

left) that cut into gums and cheeks and result in active ulcerations.  Poor dental conditions are   

painful at a minimum and can bleed and become infected (lower right photo).  Don’t be fooled that 

your donkey has no dental problems just because your donkey 1) eats 2) is obese or 3) doesn’t spit 

quids.  We do a full dental float on every donkey at Longhopes over age 4, and we know that         

external exams can be deceiving.  The only effective way to be sure about a donkey’s dental health is 

to put a dental speculum in their mouth and look at every one of their teeth (lower right photo).   An 

equine dentist or large animal veterinarian can perform the procedure.  Contact us if you have   

questions. 

Thank You to our loyal Corporate Sponsor 



Longhopes Donkey Shelter 

66 N. Dutch Valley Road 

Bennett, CO  80102 
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December Donkey Delight 
 

We are pleased to announce our second annual 

December Donkey Delight is Saturday,         

December 6th from 10-3. 

 

Tickets include cookies, cider, hot chocolate, 

donkey cart rides, crafts, photos with Donkey 

Santa and lots more donkeys for hugging. 

 

Tickets are $15 per person.  Children under 

age 5 are free.  All proceeds benefit the          

donkeys of Longhopes. 

 

Come celebrate the holidays at Longhopes! 
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