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LONGHOPES LEGENDS
Bernice, rescued in November from South Dakota, makes a friend at our
Barnwarming party

Help us raise funds for the donkeys by
sharing the love with a donkey-gram!

For just $10, we will send a special
donkey card or e-card to your
sweetheart (or anyone you choose)!

Use the enclosed remittance envelope
or order online at longhopes.org!

This February, kiss a little ass!
(virtually at least)
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We are pleased that our
long and difficult trip to 
the Spirit of the Hills
sanctuary in South Dakota
was able to make a
positive difference for
nine animals (see p. 6 for
more details), but I must
tell you it was not without
great disappointment in
the ethical conduct of the
animal rescue community.

It also reminded me of the
fine line between “rescuing” and “hoarding.” Spirit 
had longstanding management and financial failings. 
The only accountability we heard was their statement
that they kept accepting animals because they didn’t
know how to say “no.”

Distinguishing rescuers from hoarders can be
difficult. But true rescuers do not NEED animals and 
do not take in animals beyond their maximum
capacity. Hoarders become unable to stop taking
animals and then gradually become blind to the
deteriorating condition of the animals.

Signs that a rescue is slipping into hoarding include
insufficient labor to ensure that the animals live in 
clean housing, medical conditions that go untreated
for months or years, animals that are not prevented
from reproduction, adoptable animals never seem to
leave, and the rescue is operating in constant debt.
Eventually all the animals become in danger. The
vision crashes, and the hoarder is so overwhelmed
that he or she is paralyzed.

Private hoarding is a separate problem, but animal
charities who have been granted tax exemptions and
collected thousands of dollars from donors to provide
sanctuary for previously abused animals should be
held to a higher standard by the public.

It is particularly disturbing when tourists pay fees to
view animals in deplorable conditions and are led to
believe the conditions are healthy. We can’t expect
things to change if we don’t stop teaching the public
that neglect is acceptable animal husbandry.

If we do not expect better from our charities, we
surely won’t get it.

by Kathy Dean
Founder and President
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It started with a telephone call that there
was a severely neglected, very old,
untouchable jack in northern Colorado

whose owner was dying. From the description, this was not a donkey
we were excited about. However, because Longhopes has become the
destination for difficult cases, we worried that the donkey had no 
living option except Longhopes. Further, we were told the jack was
willing to take treats over the fence, so we saw a glimmer of hope.

We arrived to the jack’s home to find a mature donkey (not 30, only 16
years old) who was terrified of human contact. At one point, he jumped
over a five-#, , 1�#"+ "�1, �"0 �- "�20ǽ��ƞ"/��)* , 01�14 , �%, 2/0�, #�#�&)&+$�1, �
catch him, our chances of saving him looked bleak. But because his
hooves were very long, he got momentarily tired of running. It was long enough for us to slip a halter on him before
he took off again. With leads attached, two people pulled him into a trailer. 

� "�+�* "! �%&* �
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than 15 years of living alone, with no training or hoof care, we doubted Glacier could or would want to change. It is
nice to be so wrong.

We immediately got Glacier castrated and corrected his overgrown hooves so that he was agile enough to move
around in comfort. His true personality then began to emerge. It turned out that he was desperate to be with other
! , +( "60ǽ��ƞ"/�1%"�%"/! �1�2$%1�%&* �0, * "��- - /, - /&�1"�0,  &�)�* �++"/0Ǿ�%"�4 �0��  "- 1"! ��+! �#, 2+! �0, * "��2! ! &"0ǽ��"�
was also drawn to people. He quickly began seeking us out for physical affection and tasty treats. He let us pet him, 
then brush him, then hug him and soon began standing still for us to put a warm, waterproof blanket on his thin
frame. Within just a couple weeks he learned to be haltered, lead, load in a trailer and stand for hoof cleaning.

This is one smart, exceptional donkey who proved that surviving neglect is worth the wait.

Glacier
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Dear Miss Bliss:

A few years ago when I was saved by
Longhopes from a feedlot, my price was $50.
Now I hear that people are paying $500 to
$800 to get donkeys from feedlots. Has the
value of neglected donkeys risen that much?

Chism.

Dear Chism:

NO. There is a self-inflicted crisis currently
threatening the equine advocacy community.

Here’s the short explanation. Auctions are events
used to sell cars, art, antiques and livestock. The
seller offers the property, and it is sold to the 
highest bidder. The seller can set a “reserve,”
which is the lowest price the seller will accept. If
no bid reaches the reserve, the item does not sell.

Livestock sale prices are based on breeding
potential or the animal’s skills but in many cases
are based on the animal’s weight for meat
processing.

When a car is auctioned, the seller doesn’t say
“Unless I am paid $1M for this car it will be
scrapped for metal.” When art is sold, the seller
doesn’t say “if no one bids $5M, this painting will
be burned.” Of course not.

However, in the last 3 years, dishonest and
unethical feedlot operators have found a twist in
the auction business. They outbid all other buyers
at auction. Then they create Facebook pages

featuring photos of donkeys and allege that each
donkey will be “shipped to slaughter “ unless a fee
up to $700 is immediately paid.

An average 500-pound donkey is worth 20 cents a
pound, less the costs of required documentation
and costs to transport it to a slaughterhouse. It
follows that NO $700 donkey would EVER be
shipped to a slaughterhouse. The threats are bald,
but the effect is real.

Individuals and some rescues wanting to save
donkeys are paying these ransom demands. What
is worse is that for every $500 paid for one donkey,
the feedlot owner has enough profit to buy 10
more donkeys. The whole cycle then repeats itself.
This is happening all across the United States, and
the prices continue to rise each month.

For some reason, donors believe that the donkey
is “saved” as soon as it is freed from the feedlot.
Nothing could be further from the truth. Ransom
style purchases consume THOUSANDS of dollars
of donations that could and should be spent to
support legitimate rehab facilities that spend $700
to $1,000 per donkey to fix all the medical, farrier
and training issues the feedlot owners refuse to
address while the donkey is in their care .

One would think that if the sick, neglected,
crippled donkey at the feedlot is worth $500, then
the rehabilitated donkey is worth $1,000 in resale,
but that is not the case. For more information see
the Longhopes website at longhopes.org.

Advice from the field

Miss Bliss
Corner

The Longhopes Donkey Shelter Board of Directors at their January 2017 Board Meeting. Back row
from L to R: Dale Fitting (Treasurer), Jack Shaw (Vice President), Ross Keller, Charlotte Roe. Front row from

L to R: Mary Wamsley (Secretary), Kathy Dean (President), Susan Reid, Gretchen Ford, Lisa Herickhoff. 

Thank you to our dedicated volunteers and Board Members for everything you do to
keep Longhopes running!
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Sometimes in the animal rescue world, it feels
like all the news is bad news. However, animal
lovers can rejoice that the Ringling Bros. Circus
will close this spring citing declining ticket sales
and opposition from animal rights activists.
Public opinion has decided that animal abuse in
the name of entertainment is no longer
acceptable.

Colorado Gave — $31,000
raised for the donkeys!

Each year, on the first Tuesday in December,
Coloradoans open their hearts and their pocketbooks to
support local nonprofits on Colorado Gives Day.
Colorado Gives Day is an annual statewide movement to
celebrate and increase philanthropy in Colorado
through online giving. It has even grown to include
out-of-staters who support charities in Colorado!

One of our donors emailed us
�ƞ"/��, ), /�! , �
&3"0���6�)"11&+$�
us know that she was happy to
$&3"��21�1%�1�%"/�$&ƞ�4 �0�Ȋ+, 1�
much,” and she wished it could
have been more.

�)"�0"�! , +ȉ1�"3"/�#"")�1%�1�6, 2/�$&ƞ�&0�&+0&$+&#& �+1�, /�
“not much!” On December 6th, almost 300 people gave
1, ��, +$%, - "0ǽ��, * "�, #�6, 2�* �6�%�3"�#")1�1%�1�6, 2/�$&ƞ�
was not much, but together, it was very much indeed!

Longhopes raised $31,000 on Colorado Gives Day 2016.
It was our largest fundraising day of the year! Thank you
so much to everyone who contributed to help the
donkeys. We could not be more grateful for your
generosity!

Thanks to a grant from the Colorado Unwanted
Horse Alliance and our generous friend Lisa, who

made up the difference, we were able to purchase a
snow blower for our Bobcat! Now we are ready for

winter on the plains… just like Mercedes and
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This is a story about caring for senior donkeys.

Faith was a feral-born donkey in the Black Mountains of
Arizona. Her life was permanently changed at age four when
she was captured by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) in
a roundup to reduce the number of burros/donkeys on the
range. In 1992, the BLM sold her. We will never know how
many homes she had between 1992 and 2011 because the
BLM does not keep track of that.

In 2011, Faith’s owner took her to a livestock auction where
she was sold to a broker for meat processing. We bought her
from the broker.

The BLM branded Faith as being 22 years old, but she looked
more like 32 when we met her. She was a petite, thin jennet
with gray hairs sneaking into her face.

Twenty years is a long lifespan for a feral donkey, so Faith was
lucky to have survived to age 22.

�ƞ"/�0, * "�/"* "! &�)�* "! & �)Ǿ�! "+1�)��+! �#�//&"/��11"+1&, +Ǿ�
Faith was placed in an adoptive home with her friend Charity.
However, it turned out Faith was not bonded to Charity.
Indeed, Faith never bonded to any other donkey. She was
always a self-absorbed, independent old biddy.

A few months into the adoptive placement, the adopter asked
us to take Faith back because she was a disturbance. Of
course, we agreed to Faith’s return , but we wondered how we
would catch her if she was behaving so badly. To our surprise,
she eagerly haltered, led and loaded into the trailer for the trip
back to Longhopes. It was quickly obvious that Faith had just
decided she wanted to live out her days at Longhopes. And we
agreed, so Faith joined our Sanctuary Program.

To say the least, Faith was a character. She was feisty and
stubborn. The feed room door has permanent dents in it from
Faith’s kicking it while demanding her dinner.

The only trouble she ever gave us was trimming her rear
hooves. But once we got her a chiropractic adjustment of her
%&- 0Ǿ�1%"�- �&+�0%"�%�! �)&ƞ&+$�%"/�/"�/�)"$0�4 �0�$, +"��+! �0%"�
behaved better.

The days and months and years pass with the seniors. Her
teeth were prematurely worn down so we started her on two
meals a day of grain for senior equines. Later the grain had to
be soaked for her to swallow it. Then we had to increase her
diet to include a luncheon meal too. This became her routine
with a few graham crackers in between.

She never strayed far from her paddock for fear of missing a
meal, but she did enjoy grazing in the back yard.

As our other senior donkeys gradually passed away, Faith
became the matriarch. She seemed so tough and stable. But
last summer it all caught up. She developed some type of
immune-compromised allergic reaction from an unknown
cause (as most things are with donkeys because there is so
little research on them). Her legs and face swelled. She
developed edemas. She had a fever, and she lost her appetite.

The treatment involved multiple antibiotics, steroids, anti-
inflammatories and ulcer medications. We spent time daily
washing and wrapping her legs to reduce the swelling and
improve her comfort.

The geriatric care of donkeys is really no different than dogs, 
cats or humans. They get better briefly, they rally, but the
underlying illness does not go away.

The treatment has its own side effects, and it is a constant 
balance of trying to manage pain and appetite without
 �20&+$���0" , +! �/6�- /, �)"* ǽ��ƞ"/�4 "�"5%�201"! �"3"/6�1, , )Ǿ�
trick and procedure in the equine treatment bag, the
underlying condition eventually won.

	, /�	�&1%Ǿ�1%�1�%�- - "+"! ��ƞ"/���), +$�! �6��1�1%"�3"1�1%�1�)"! �20�
to believe we were on a hopeful, new treatment course. That
evening she decided she had had enough. She passed away
inside our heated infirmary stall on a bed of thick, warm
shavings.

Providing humane treatment includes the obligation to make
responsible, appropriate choices while there is quality of life
for the animal.

End-of-life care is the most expensive time of animal care. We
spent more than $2,150 on direct medical costs for Faith over
the five years she was with us. But 62% of those costs were
incurred in her last three months.

This is important because every time we are asked to take a
donkey who may need permanent sanctuary, we face a
potentially large financial burden that is unique to rescues
that provide a permanent safety net for their animals.

We hope we will always be in a financial position to do that for
our seniors or special needs donkeys who are not capable of
being rehomed.

We Had Faith

In loving memory of Longhopes Faith. 1990-2016.
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The “South Dakota Nine” find a safe landing
at Longhopes

Earlier this fall, the “Spirit of the Hills Wildlife Sanctuary"
in Spearfish, South Dakota, was investigated by the United 
�1�1" 0��" - �/1* " +1�, #��$/& 2)12/" ��×" /�0�+ 12�/6�
volunteers contacted the agency about the substandard
condition of the animals. The USDA found hundreds of
animals on the property including tigers, wolves, bears,
lions, birds of prey, exotic parrots, and domestic animals
such as dogs, cats, horses, donkeys, sheep, pigs and fowl.
Most were in dirty enclosures filled with feces. 

The donkey corrals were piled with manure several feet
deep. They could not even enter the shelters because they
were so full of manure. If the donkeys wanted to lie down,
they could only do so in several feet of excrement. One
miniature donkey, Bigsby, was kept separate from the
other donkeys because the sanctuary had not seen fit to 
castrate him. The conditions were appalling for any
facility but especially for one that collected donations
from the public and held itself out as a safe haven for
discarded animals.

In order to avoid fines, Spirit of the Hills agreed to 
surrender some of the animals and its USDA license.

Local South Dakota shelters accepted the cats and dogs,
but there were still hundreds of animals with no place to
go. Animal rescues around the country collaborated to
relocate the animals. With winter quickly approaching in
South Dakota, the race was on to rescue the animals
before snowstorms made transport impossible.

Longhopes was asked to remove and accept permanent
responsibility for eight donkeys and one mule. Although
we later learned that we were not given accurate or
complete information, we made the long trip to South
Dakota with two trucks and trailers to give the lucky nine
equines their escape. Each of the nine animals needed the

full gamut of remedial care including deworming,
vaccinations, dental floats, hoof rehabilitation and basic 
training. None of them had been receiving regular hoof
trims, and many of their hooves were severely overgrown.

Within four days of his arrival, Longhopes neutered
Bigsby and discovered he was an extremely social donkey
who thrived in the company of other donkeys. In two
weeks, Longhopes did what Spirit couldn’t or wouldn’t
do—find Bigsby a home of his own with another mini-
! , +( " 6�4 %, �+" " ! " ! ���#/&" +! ă��×" /�0, * " �/" * " ! &�)� �/" �
and training, two more donkeys were immediately placed
in a separate adoptive home. Clearly these animals were
adoptable and did not need to be kept at a “sanctuary” for
the remainder of their lives.

No records were provided with the donkeys. We were just
told which donkeys were being transferred to our
ownership. Poor Schroeder had an undisclosed and
untreated shoulder injury. But with radiographs,
acupuncture therapy, a winter blanket and arthritis
medication, he is now getting around much better.

The rest of the
donkeys are
awaiting
forever homes.
In the
meantime they
are enjoying
clean corrals,
room to run and
daily care at
Longhopes.

Bigsby was ready to board the first trailer out of Spearfish

The South Dakota corrals and shelters were filled with manure

�&$0�6��+! �� %/, "! "/�"+', 6���#/"0%�* "�)��× "/�
arriving at Longhopes
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Shaunna McIntosh

Where are you from?

Denver by way of Kansas City

How long have you been
volunteering at Longhopes?

About six months

Why did you start volunteering?

My friend told me how wonderful it
was, and I quite agree! I thought she
was a little crazy when she told me
that she was volunteering at a
donkey shelter, but then I came out
and discovered how great the
donkeys are.

What is your favorite thing about volunteering at Longhopes?

Snuggling with the donkeys! Coming out to Longhopes is better than going to therapy.

Volunteer Spotlight

Cruiser the miniature mule

Gilda

Butler Bernice

Schroeder

Three of the South
Dakota Nine have

already been
adopted. The six
pictured are still

available!

Iriquois
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SEND A DONKEY
love note!

February is the month for love!
Share the donkey love by sending a
special Longhopes donkey-gram!
See the front cover for more
information.

SAVE the date!
Our spring event will be held on
Saturday, May 13th! More details to
follow.

3 Fulltime Staff Members

9 Unpaid Board Members

2,774 Volunteer Hours

137,728 Pounds of Hay Fed

1,124 Hooves Trimmed

2 Babies Born to Rescued Mothers

7 Donkeys in Permanent Sanctuary

74 Veterinary Appointments

66 Donkeys Rescued

73 Donkeys Adopted!

2016 Longhopes Impact

Thank you for everything you
helped us achieve in 2016!


